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I record the history as it has been drawn up by one of the housesurgeons, Dr E. C. Easterbrook, who, Wehenthatigkeit durch intra-uterine Injection von Glycerin," I suppose it will have the interest of novelty. In this paper, after indicating the dangers and uncertainties attendant on the methods so commonly employed for inducing labour of injecting warm water, or of introducing an elastic bougie between the membranes and the walls of the uterus, he gives the history of four cases in which labour was induced by injecting glycerine into the lower uterine segment. In the first case the membranes were accidentally ruptured by the point of the syringe ; but in the other three cases the injection was successfully carried out. Two of these were cases of induction of premature labour for contracted pelvis ; the other was a case of placenta prsevia.
To the inquiry as to how the glycerine injection sets up uterine action, Pelzer offers three suggestions,?
1. It produces a mechanical separation of the membranes from the interior of the uterus. This is an action which it has, of course, in common with other methods employed for the purpose, such as the separation of the membranes with a finger, sound, or bougie, or by the injection of warm water, pure or medicated, through the cervical canal.
2. He suggests that it may have the effect of a direct irritant on the interior of the uterus, setting up in this way uterine contractions. This is the more to be believed when we remember the effect of injections of glycerine into the rectum, which favour the evacuation of that canal, not merely by the promotion of secretion, but by irritation set up in the muscular wall, the contractions in which sometimes continue in a tenesmic fashion after defeecation has been completed.
3. The most important influence of the glycerine, however, lies in its well-marked hygrometric property. Its power of absorbing water is so pronounced that it attracts to itself the liquor amnii through the medium of the membranes, and there results from this withdrawal of the liquor a certain degree of collapse of the uterus, such as is seen in cases where the membranes are ruptured and the fore-waters escape. Pelzer cites in proof of this power which glycerine possesses of abstracting liquor amnii through the membranes the observation that may be made of placing an aborted ovum in glycerine, when the walls of the sac will be seen gradually to collapse as the liquor passes through them, until it becomes almost completely absorbed by the glycerine. He It should be observed that there were found to be indications of sugar in the urine that was first drawn off' from our patient after her admission to the Maternity, which was, no doubt, rightly enough attributed to the injection, and might indicate the partial absorption of the glycerine. For it is believed to be eliminated in the urine in a form which gives some of the reactions of sugar; and it may be well to bear in mind that, if absorbed largely, it is said to cause hemoglobinuria.
As to the manner of application of the glycerine, it will be seen from the record that two different methods were adopted. At one stage cotton wadding soaked in glycerine was introduced into the cervical canal. This is the method suggested by Kehrer1 in his account of the different procedures that may be adopted for induction of premature labour. He is the only other obstetrician besides Pelzer who seems to have made use of glycerine in this direction, and all he says is,?" Tamponing of the cervix with glycerine-wadding has proved itself a means of exciting strong pains in several cases recently observed in our klinik, and is therefore worthy of further trial. Perhaps the glycerine acts on the uterine musculature in the same way as the Oidtman glycerine clysters on the bowel." Its application in this manner, however, did not seem to produce such satisfactory results as the direct injection of the fluid through the os internum into the lower segment of the uterus in the manner advocated by Pelzer. When care is taken to fill the syringe to the very nozzle with glycerine, so that all air is expelled, the procedure seems to be unattended with any danger. One, two, or 
